
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  August 14, 2011 
Title:  The Fullness of Christ 
Text:  Colossians 1:12-20 
Theme: Paul breaks forth in a declarative statement of praise.  Our chapter begins with a 

statement of thanksgiving, then prayer and now praise.  It is an explosion of 
exuberant praise and adoration of Christ in His person and actions. 

 
Introduction:  
Paul has openly spoken of the gospel (vv. 3-8) and its consequences (vv. 12-14).  Now he 
unveils who the gospel is (vv. 15-20).  Jesus Christ is the gospel. 
 
To our detriment, our thinking of Christ is impoverished.  It is woefully below an optimum 
perspective of Christ in His person and actions.  Our passage before us sets forth Christ.  The 
answer to false doctrine is an accurate appraisal of just who Jesus Christ is.  This is Paul’s 
point, and this is Paul’s message. 
 
In our previous paragraph (vv. 9-14) we noted how, 

”The Father is further described as the one who qualifies His people to share in the 
inheritance/the hope lay up in heaven.  Because we are now qualified we live in the 
kingdom of His Beloved Son.  This kingdom is marked by grace, life, and light (Rom. 5:18-
21).   Through the transfer we have been rescued from the domain of darkness. 
 
We are qualified to live in the kingdom of His Beloved Son through the redemptive 
activity of His Son.  I find the progression fascinating.  First, through the person and work 
of His Beloved Son forgiveness is secured.  Forgiveness cancels/pardons debt.  In the 
cancelling of debt redemption happens.  In redemption His people are rescued from the 
domain of darkness and then transferred into the kingdom of His Son.”   

 
The Son who reigns (v. 13) and redeems (v. 14) is further described in verses 15-20.  One writer 
maintains that as an Christological statement it has “scarcely an equal, and certainly no 
superior.”1  
 
Any who read the lofty descriptions are compelled to comply with this assessment. The 
Creedal sense of the passage is mandated by the present threat existing in the city and church 
of Colossae.  Thus, “The doctrine of Christ was the principal truth threatened by the false 
teaching at Colossae, and this is the doctrine Paul presents to his readers before dealing 
specifically with the false teaching. His presentation of the doctrine of Christ takes the form of 
the ‘Christ hymn’ in Colossians 1:15-20.”2  
 

As a hymn, could the content be any more gripping?  Could this not be part of the anthems 
sung before the throne of God in Revelation 4 and 5?  The one who redeems sinners and reigns 
over saints is unsurpassed.  The supremacy of Jesus Christ is seen in four distinct areas.  First, 
the supremacy of Jesus is seen in His relationship to the Father (v. 15).  Second, the supremacy 
of Jesus is seen in His relationship to creation (vv. 16, 17).  Third, the supremacy of Jesus is 
seen in His relationship to the Church (vv. 18, 19).  Finally, the supremacy of Jesus is seen in 
His relationship to reconciliation (v. 20).   
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THE BIG PICTURE: 
This statement is one of declaration, worship, praise, glory, and celebration.  Jesus is one of 
worship, not war.  He is one who binds, not blinds.  He is one who delights us, not divides us. 
 
Yet we are knowledgeable how the same sun melting the butter will harden the clay.   
 
The Storyline: 
“Only about thirty years after Jesus had suffered a shameful death on the cross divine honor 
was ascribed to him.” 3 
 
Outline: 
In the redemption of His people, God the Father does three mighty works (vv. 12b-13).  Then 
there is a depiction of His Son and what He did (v. 14). 
 

I. The provision of God the Father and Son (vv. 12b-14). 
 

A. The Father qualified us to become partakers of a heavenly inheritance (v.12b). 
 
Paul uses an Aorist Active Participle form of the verb (hikanoo). It is found only two times in 
the New Testament.  It does occur forty-one times as a noun.  As a verb it means, “To make 
sufficient, to render fit.”  The idea is that of “equipping one with adequate power to perform 
duties.”  As a noun it is translated by words such as, “sufficient, able, worthy.”    The Father 
has made us able or worthy of our heavenly inheritance.  There is nothing we can do to meet 
the necessary standard. 
 
How do I receive/enjoy an inheritance? I enjoy the inheritance by being in the will.  When I 
turn to God in repentance and faith, God places me in the will.  You do not write yourself into 
the will of others.  Who is written in?  The estranged and enemies are written into His will (v. 
21).  How did He write us in?  He wrote us in by the blood of His cross (v. 20).  It was through 
His fleshly body, through death, that He is now able to write into His will those who believe 
(v. 21). 
 
We are beneficiaries of God’s seed promise.  The work Jesus accomplished secured a prize 
worthy of the sacrifice.  This prize is ours.  His work cancels sin’s debt and adopts alienated 
sons and daughters.  This is our inheritance, to be in a right relationship with our heavenly 
Father and our “brother” Jesus Christ and in full communion with the Holy Spirit. 
 
As people whom God has qualified or made worthy, we have a part or portion of a heavenly 
inheritance.  What is fascinating is that the inheritance is “not won by us, but is allotted to us.” 
 
“One receives an inheritance as a gift; one does not earn it.  It is God who makes worthy those 
who in themselves are not worthy, and who thus enables them to have a share in the 
inheritance.”4   
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B. The Father delivered us from the power of darkness (v.13a). 
 
“Verses 13 and 14 summarize the divine work of redemption.  The details follow in verses 15-
23.”5   
 
Paul states the centrality of the gospel in verses 3-8.  He then speaks of our inheritance 
provided for and allotted to the believer in verses 9-15.  He finally shifts to the incarnation of 
gospel truth, Jesus Christ (vv. 15-23).  
 
“When Paul speaks of God rescuing people from one kingdom and giving them another one, 
and of ‘redemption’ and ‘forgiveness’ as the central themes of that rescue operation, he has the 
Exodus from Egypt in mind.  What God has done in Jesus, and is now doing for them, is the 
new Exodus, the great moment of setting the slaves free.  To become a Christian is to leave the 
‘Egypt’ of sin and to travel gratefully towards the promised inheritance.”6   
 
This deliverance is a rescuing of the believer from the power of darkness, from the devil 
himself.  This is perhaps the negative side of the positive which is to follow.  He saved us from 
the drowning we existed in.  He rescued us from darkness, bondage, and guilt. 
 
The dark authority under which we existed is marked by bondage and guilt.  The kingdom of 
God’s Son is marked by light, freedom, no condemnation and a “not guilty” verdict. 
 
The word Paul uses is the word of authority.  The authority darkness had over us has been 
broken.  We are no longer under the reign of sin and death.  We are no longer married to the 
Law.  We have died at the cross and have been married to another.  We are now in the 
kingdom of His beloved Son, the Son of life and light. 
 

C. The Father translated us into the kingdom of his beloved Son (v.13b). 
 
This is positional truth.  We are presently residing in a kingdom ruled by Christ Himself.   This 
is not a potential kingdom, but an actual kingdom.  It is not a tangible kingdom, but a 
translucent kingdom.  This kingdom over which Christ rules is a universal kingdom, but it is 
not the same as the mediatory kingdom prophesied of in the Old Testament and which will be 
actualized in the Millennium. 
 
When the nation of Judah was conquered by the Babylonians, they were deported “lock, stock, 
and barrel.”  The idea behind “transferred” is that of deported.  We were removed from one 
country and placed in another.   
 

D. The Son redeemed us from sin’s debt (v. 14a) 
 
“When anybody heard the Greek word lutron, ransom it was natural for him to think of the 
purchase-money for manumitting slaves.”7   
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Redemption is the releasing of an object based on a payment.  We are released from the debt of 
sin because of the payment of His blood.  As a consequence of this payment we now enjoy the 
forgiveness of sin.  We have been released from sin’s penalty. 
 

1. Redemption is through his blood 
2. Redemption produces the forgiveness of sins 

 
E. The Son forgave us of sin’s guilt (v. 14b) 

 
Friend, as powerful as this passage is, it pales next to the following.  The gift God gives cannot 
replace the giver of such gifts.  What follows next is to grab us and catapult us to the very 
height and depth of God’s person and work.  Even as we submerge ourselves in the goodness 
of God’s gracious provision, let us not stumble in the shadow, but let us push past His good 
gifts and sink ourselves deeply into the immeasurable depths of God’s Son. 
 
The passage following appears almost creedal in nature.  It was an early statement of 
confession concerning Our Lord’s appellations and activity.  When God rescued us, it meant 
four great things: 
 

1. It meant transference from darkness to light. 
2. It meant transference from slavery to freedom. 
3. It meant transference from condemnation to forgiveness. 
4. It meant transference from the power of Satan to the power of God. 8 

 
II. The primacy of God the Son (vv. 15-20) 

 
“The relation of the theme (i.e. the Son’s Pre-eminence) to its two divisions is as follows.  The 
Son’s Pre-eminence is show in Creation (vv. 15-17) and in Redemption (vv. 18-20).”9   
 

A. In relation to the Father (v. 15) 
 
In His relationship to the Father the Bible says, “He is the image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation” (v. 15).  Two things stand out. 
 

1. He brings to light the unseen.   
 
The word “image” is our English word “icon”.  He corresponds exactly without wavering to 
the Father.  Jesus told Philip, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father” (John 14:9).  Earlier 
John said of Jesus, “No one has seen God at any time; the only begotten God who is in the 
bosom of the Father, He has explained Him” (John 1:18 [the word “explained” is our English 
word “exegete”]).  A.T. Robertson notes how, “Jesus is the very stamp of God the Father as he 
was before the Incarnation (John 17:5) and is now (Philippians 2:5-11; Heb 1:3).”  In His 
relationship to the Father no one and nothing can compare with Him.   
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He is the image of the invisible God (V.15a). I have always marveled at the statements of 
contradiction in the Scripture such as that of Moses when it is said of him, “as seeing Him who 
is unseen” (Heb. 11:27).  Or the prayer of the apostle Paul in Ephesians 3:17-19 when he says, 
“May be able to comprehend  . . . the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge.”  Here we see 
that Jesus is the image of the invisible God.  If God is invisible, then how can we have in Jesus 
His image?   
 
The answer is found in our Lord’s reply to Philip in John 14:9 when he said, “Have I been so 
long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen 
the Father; how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?” 
 
John continues showing forth Christ as God in John 1:18, “No one has seen God at any time; 
the only begotten God who is in the bosom of the Father, He has explained Him.”  The word 
“explained” is our English word “exegesis.”  Jesus exegetes the Father; Jesus opens up to the 
world the image of the Father.  He, in showing Himself, is saying, “This is what the Father 
looks like”.   Notice the following passages (2 Cor. 4:4, 6; Phil. 2:6; Heb. 1:3). 
 

“in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they 
might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God”         
(2 Cor. 4:4). 
 
“For God, who said, ‘Light shall shine out of darkness,’ is the One who has shone in our 
hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ” (2 Cor. 
4:6). 
 
“who, although He existed in the form of God, did not regard equality with God a thing to 
be grasped” (Phil. 2:6). 
 
2 “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, 
through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the 
exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. 
When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high” (Heb. 1:2, 3). 

 
Jesus and the Father are one in essence, but distinct in function (John 10:31).   
 

2. He is first in order and priority.  He leads the way.   
 
He is the firstborn of every creature (v. 15b). There are two potential options concerning the 
significance of this phrase.  
 

a. A genitive of partitive - “firstborn who is a part of creation”.  He is 
first, but created.  This is the commonly held position of the 
Jehovah Witness.  This is the error fought in Colossae. 
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b. A genitive of subordination - This places creation in a position of 
subordination over the firstborn.  Thus “instead of supply the gloss 
over or something like it that suggests dominion or priority” 
(Wallace, Greek Grammar, p. 103).  The context strongly accents a 
genitive of subordination. 

 
The word “firstborn” has enabled some to significantly distort the preeminence of Jesus Christ.  
Yet if Paul is exalting Christ to answer the assault, it is highly unlikely he would use such an 
idea as suggested by those who make Jesus something other than existing without origin.   
 
If it were really referring to being born, the verse is theologically incorrect. Adam was the 
firstborn man of creation (although he wasn't really born). Cain was actually the first to be 
actually born into the creation. Jesus was not born until thousands of year later. The word 
"firstborn" in this verse does not refer to a physical birth, but refers to Jesus' position to inherit 
the creation. In Jewish law, the firstborn inherited the lion's share of his father's estate. Jesus is 
to inherit the creation. It has nothing to do with being created. Verse 18 from this chapter of 
Colossians goes on to directly contradict Jesus being created describing Him as existing in "the 
beginning." This same verse describes Jesus as being the "firstborn from the dead" and defines 
Jesus as having "first place in everything," demonstrating that "firstborn" refers to position and 
not creation. 10 
 
Jesus Christ is unsurpassed in the relationship He has to His Father.   
 

B. In relation to Creation (vv. 16, 17). 
 
“Now God was spirit and if spirit was altogether good and matter essentially evil, it followed, 
as the Gnostic saw it, that the true God could not touch matter and, therefore, could not 
himself be the agent of creation.”11    Although I do not believe Paul is fighting fully developed 
Gnostic error, he is fighting it in seed form.  Paul puts to rest the idea of matter being 
intrinsically evil.  Listen to Paul’s grand display. 
 
In His relationship to Creation the Bible says, “For by Him all things were created, through 
Him and for Him.  He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together” (vv. 16, 17).  
Verse 17 emphasizes the thoughts of verse 16.  If Jesus created the world and all things outside 
of Him, then He must be “before all things” and “through [or on account of] Him” all things 
are held together.  Why did He create and why does He continue to hold everything together?  
Everything has been put into play in order that His Story would be told, and all things created 
would and will one day bow before Him and confess that Jesus Christ is King of kings and 
Lord of lords to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:9-11). 
 
He is before all things (v. 17a).  The usage of the preposition pro is significant in this passage 
because there is the possibility that the author intended a double nuance suggesting before in 
time and/or before in rank thus, Jesus Christ takes priority over and is before all things. 
(Wallace, Greek Grammar, 379). 
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1. All Things Were Created By (en / dia) Him 
 
Notice the inclusive language used in order to thwart any false misconceptions concerning 
some elements being excluded from the creative act.  The dia is a genitive of agency.  It 
indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by the verb.  The preposition 
en is also being used as “by means of,” expressing “cause, means or agency.” 
 

3. All Things Were Created For (eis) Him 
 
This is an accusative of purpose.  It is indicating the aim or purpose of the action.  Creation is 
for Him.  Creation fulfills His purpose.  
 

4. All Things By (en) Him Consist (V.17b) 
 
The word “consist” is sunistami.  It means, “To continue, endure, exist, hold together” 
(BAGD, 791) It is a perfect active indicative.  The perfect suggests an activity that had 
happened in the past but continues to this day in its current state.   “By means of” Him all 
things continue as they were from eternity past to this day.  Without His continued interest all 
things would fall apart. 
 
“Colossians 1:15-20 pictures a Christ who holds in his almighty hand and embraces with his 
loving heart both the realm of creation and that of redemption.  He who died on the cross 
knows by name the most distant star.  He not only knows it but guides it.  Still better: he 
controls it in such a manner that it will serve the interests of his people (Rom. 8:28).  The so-
called ‘laws of nature’ have no independent existence [emphasis his].  They are the expression of 
his will.  And because he delights in order and not in confusion it is possible to speak of laws.  
He who tells us how to go to heaven and actually brings us there, also knows how the heavens 
go; for he, all things having been crated and ‘holding together’ in him, through him, and unto 
him, causes them to perform their mission and to go to the place predestined by him.”12   
 
What is equally stunning is the relationship our creator God has with that created.  He 
already/not-yet will reconcile the entire created order to Himself. 
 
Jesus Christ is unsurpassed in the relationship He has to His creation.   
 
 C. In relation to the Church (vv. 18, 19) 
 
In His relationship to the Church the Bible says, “He is the head of the body, the Church” (vv. 
18, 19).  The churches of Colossae make up one Church and it is the body of Jesus Christ.  As 
head He leads His Church.  As head He is united to His body in such a way as to form “one 
flesh”.  One cannot sever the head from the body without causing terminal problems.  The 
union between the two is immutable and inseparable.   
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1. He is the head of the body (v. 18a) 
 
What is the significance of identifying Christ as the head?  First, it speaks of primacy.  Second, 
it speaks of power.  As head Jesus Christ is foremost and He is dictating to the body as to the 
direction it must go. 

 
2. He is the beginning (v. 18b) 

 
All things find in Him their source of and purpose for existing. 

 
3. He is the firstborn from the dead (v. 18c) 

 
Through His resurrection from the dead He is leading His body, the Church, in victory.  The 
New Testament consistently identifies our Lord as being the first one to have been resurrected 
from the dead and not to have died again (Acts 26:23; 1 Cor. 15:20-23; Rev. 1:5, 18). 
 

“That Christ should suffer, and that he should be the first that should rise from the dead, 
and should shew light unto the people, and to the Gentiles” (Acts 26:23). 
 
20 “But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept. 21 

For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 23 But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming” (1 Cor. 15:20-23). 
 
5 “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, 
and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our 
sins in his own blood, 18  I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for 
evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death” (Rev. 1:5, 18). 

 
Jesus Christ is unsurpassed in the relationship He has to His Church.   
 

C. In relation to Reconciliation (v. 20) 
 

Finally, in His relationship to reconciliation the Bible says, “Through Him to reconcile all 
things to Himself” (vv. 20).  Verses 18 and 19 assure the reader of the Father’s intent.  In the 
writing of the Story, God’s intent was to make Jesus Christ the apex and focus of the Story.  The 
Father’s intent in telling the Story was “so that He Himself will come to have first place in 
everything” (v. 18b).  Jesus Christ has first place in everything [because hoti] in Him all the 
fullness [of God] dwells (v. 19; See also 2:9). The word “dwell” speaks of residing and living.  
He has reconciled all things (vv. 20, 21) 

 
1. Reconciliation is by blood. 
2. Reconciliation is available for those who are alienated and enemies.   
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Reconciliation always implies two warring factions.  Reconciliation always has two groups 
that are at odds with each other.  And it this case it is finite man and infinite God. 
 

3. Reconciliation restores creation to its original state (v. 20). 
 
There is something very tangible and earthy about the redemptive/reconciling work of Jesus 
Christ.  It is not something that is far off and otherworldly.  It is real and palatable.   
 

4. Reconciliation brings peace and causes us to be holy, unblamable and 
unreprovable in his sight (vv. 20, 22). 

 
As a people who have appropriated His eternal gift by grace through faith, we stand in a 
position of peace.  Because of Christ and His work we are no longer seen as unholy, blamable 
and guilty.  As I stand in Christ, my case is closed.  You may chose to believe otherwise, but I 
choose to rest in a finished work and an abundant grace. 
 

5. Reconciliation produces perseverance in those who truly believe (v.23) 
 
Why, as it were, is there this warning or sobering reminder to persevere?  I believe it is there, 
not so much to cause us alarm as to remind us that all we have and hope to attain is an 
ongoing work of grace.   
 
The purpose of His redemptive work was to reconcile us to the Father.  In so doing He can 
now present us before Him as those who are holy, blameless and  beyond reproach. 
 
Those who are reconciled continue in the faith and are not moved away from the hope of the 
gospel. 
 
It is so incredibly important to recognize the nature of the Bible as one Story in which God 
created a world to worship Him through the redemption and adoption of sinners to sons.  This 
is the Story written, and this is the Story told. 
 
In the city of Colossae, this is the assault being brought against the Story.   If Jesus Christ can 
be removed as the centerpiece of the Story, then there is no story to tell.  What was once good 
news becomes bad news, and one will go from grace to works.  This is the threat, and this is 
the tragedy.   
 
The intent of this passage is to overwhelm us with the weight of Jesus Christ.  Do we feel this 
weight?  We are to be overwhelmed by the magnitude of who Jesus is and what He has done.  
Are you? 
 
“over against the heretics who threatened the Colossian church and proclaimed Christ’s 
insufficiency, this passage sets forth his all-sufficiency for salvation.  It is the all-sufficient 
Christ, he and he alone, who brings his people to glory.”13   
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Revelation 5 speaks of the title deed to creation’s claim.  Who is worthy to restore creation to 
its rightful place?  No one is worthy, thus we weep.  But wait, there is one who is worthy, let 
us look to the Lamb. 
 
“The call is for someone who is worthy to perform the supreme service of bringing history to 
its foreordained consummation.  God himself does not perform this task but calls for a 
mediator.  The challenge has gone out to all those dwelling throughout the entire creation and 
no one is able to accept it.  [John weeps] at the prospect of an indefinite postponement of God’s 
final and decisive action.  One of the elders steps forward and tells the Seer to cease weeping.  
The scroll will not remain unopened, for there is One who has conquered and is therefore 
worthy to break the seals.”14   
 
People of God let us celebrate with vigor the glory and power of our God.  This text is to drive 
us to Revelation 5. 
 

9 “And they *sang a new song, saying, ‘Worthy are You to take the book and to break its 
seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests 

to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."’ 11 Then I looked, and I heard the voice of 
many angels around the throne and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of 
them was myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice, 
‘Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing.’ 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on 
the earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, ‘To 
Him who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and 
dominion forever and ever.’ 14 And the four living creatures kept saying, ‘Amen.’ And the 
elders fell down and worshiped” (Rev. 5:9-14). 

 
Today, will you bend your knee and bow your heart before the One who is the King of kings 
and Lord of lords? 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
 
1. Have you ever repented of your rebellion against God and accepted by faith His gracious 

provision for your debt of sin? 
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